


Week two: 

The Cost



Mark 8:31-38



8:31 Then he began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.



8:32 He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him.



8:33 But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, "Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human 
things."



8:34 He called the crowd with his 
disciples, and said to them, "If any 
want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.



8:35 For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it.



8:36 For what will it profit them to 
gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life?

8:37 Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life?



8:38 Those who are ashamed of 
me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, 
of them the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels."



Week two: 

The Cost



Peter being 
called Satan



8:33 But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, "Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human 
things."



Aparneomal

• Greek word translated as DENY
• Has a sense of legality; to 

renounce a relationship or claim



8:34 He called the crowd with his 
disciples, and said to them, "If any 
want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.



Death, powers and principalities 
and even ourselves no longer hold 
claim to our lives when we come 
become followers and disciples of 
Jesus Christ.



Understanding 
the Cross in 

the context of 
the Roman 

Empire 



8:34 He called the crowd with his 
disciples, and said to them, "If any 
want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.



Lose

Yourself.

Save

Yourself.



8:35 For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it.



If we are in this for ourselves, we 
will lose everything. However, if 
we are in this to follow Jesus 
Christ and be a part of the gospel 
experienced, we will win 
everything. 



The Cost of 
Discipleship

The Cost of the 
Journey

The Price of the 
Gospel



Transformation 
is costly



Jesus may never ask us to give 
up our lives to follow him, yet we 
should be prepared if the request 
comes up. 



Are we prepared to pick up 
our cross? 

• My cross maybe different from 
your cross



Next Week…



The Evidence



And all of 
God’s people 
said, “Amen.”




